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LETTER TO THE EDITORS 
In a recent paper Sastry [1] considers a cubic spline 
approximation to the heat conduction equation in 
one space dimension. His main result is that a cubic 
spline approximation i the space direction together 
with a finite-difference approximation i the time 
direction leads to a finite-difference scheme. How- 
ever, this result is not new since it is contained in a 
paper published in 1973 by the present writers 
(Papamichael and Whiteman [2]). Furthermore, the 
stability condition and truncation error of the finite- 
difference scheme as well as the technique for com- 
puting the cubic spline function at each time level, 
given by Sastry in [1], are all contained in our paper 
[2]. 
We note that Sastry references the paper [3], by 
Raggett and Wilson. This paper [3] contains only 
two references, one of which is our paper [2]. 
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